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Subject

In 1836 the only all-female prison in the British Isles was set up to house female
prisoners, many of whom were being held prior to transportation to Van Dieman’s
Land where they generally became servants. In fact, the Grangegorman Women’s
Prison became a hub for female prisoners from all over Ireland who were taught
useful skills, such as needlework, before beginning the long journey to the far side of
the world.

In all, over 3000 female prisoners and more than 500 of their children left from
Grangegorman, many perishing on the way. To this day, people from Australia and
Tasmania travel to Grangegorman to trace their ancestry to one of these women.

Presenter

Dr Joan Kavanagh has spent many years studying the history of these women and
with her friend wrote the wonderful book “Van Dieman’s Women — A History of
Transportation to Tasmania”.
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